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January/February 2026               
                                                            Volume 1
 Souper Bowl Sunday & Congregational Meeting

Sunday, February 8th immediately following Church Service

Snow date, Sunday February 15th

Come enjoy homemade soups made by some congregational members.

Installation of Council Members & Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, March 15th
9 am Pancake Breakfast

Installation of Council Members immediately following church service


SEARCH COMMITTEE AND SUPPLY PASTORS
As most of you are aware, Pastor Linda Rapp retired. Her last service was December 28th. She will be helping out on occasion.

Search Committee:
Your search committee has completed the Church profile. It was submitted to Keystone Conference, previously PNEC at the end of December 2025.

The committee has already had 2 candidates apply and we have met with them 
for their interviews.  
 Supply Pastors :
Pastor Ernie Diefenderfer – Pastor D – will be with us for the month of January, with his wife Barbara
Pastor Don Quayle – Pastor Don – will be with us for the month of February
Pastor Frank Schaffer – Pastor Frank – will be with us for the month of March
Please take time to greet and meet with them in our Fellowship hour after the service.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Finance Team

The Finance Team is looking for weekly Sunday Counters and people to join the finance team. The finance team reviews and sets the annual budget and then the budget is presented to Council in November for approval. If interested, please contact Debbie Koder 610-390-9026

Volunteer Opportunities

There are many opportunities within the church to share your time and talents to help the church with its mission in this world. We are looking for folks to serve on the Board of Trustees (building and maintenance team).  If you are interested in helping, please contact Trustee – Debbie Koder.

Communion Assistants 

We are looking for volunteers to help set up, serve, and break down the monthly communion elements on the first Sunday of each month. If you have never done this, someone will gladly show you where everything is and how to set it up.

You only need to arrive at church around 9:15 am, it takes about ½ hour to set up.

 If you are interested, please let Marj Trinkle know. A sign-up sheet is available on the Lower Narthex bulletin board with detailed instructions. 



            
Refreshments & Altar Flowers

Anyone who is interested in providing Refreshments or the Altar Flowers for any Sunday, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board on the Lower Narthex. When services are being held in the Fellowship Hall during the summer months, sign-up sheets are on back tables.

Refreshments are served after the Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall downstairs. Coffee, tea and water are provided. 

The Altar Flowers, you provide for the Sunday Worship Service and take them home with you. Please indicate if they are in dedication for someone.

OUTSIDE THE CHURCH
Women Working Wonders!
WWW Meetings is held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 1 pm, at the church, either in the Sunday School Room or the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is welcome to join us with ideas or help.
Fundraiser totals for 2025:


           
    
  Betty Lou’s Pantry
Any and all donations are more than welcome. Thank you to such a generous congregation. We are little but we are mighty!
Betty Lou’s Pantry is always appreciative of any donations for people dealing with food insecurities.
BLP is in need of meat helper, tuna helper, non-grape jelly/jam, and always, always toilet paper. There is a need for laundry detergent.

There is a cart in the Lower Narthex to place your donations and they will be delivered to BLP weekly. Thank you so much for your thoughtful tax deductible donations to those less fortunate than ourselves. 

WWW FUNDRAISER!!  - BURGERS FOR A CAUSE @ APPLEBEE’S

Don’t forget about the WWW’s partnership with Applebee’s.  We have burger certificates available for purchase ($10 each).  Each certificate is good for a burger off their handcrafted burger section of their menu.  These certificates are good at any Applebee’s in PA and nearby states and they NEVER expire. Chestnut Hill Church earns $6.50 for each certificate sold which goes towards our fuel purchases to keep us warm while we worship!   To obtain certificates, please email our Treasurer, Karen Billger at treasurer@chcucc.org OR ask any WWW member before or after Sunday service.  They are stored in the Church office.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Wreaths Across America
Even though we are approximately a year away from this event, we’d like you to SAVE THE DATE (Saturday, December 12, 2026 @ 10:00AM)!  Yes, it could be cold and windy on a Saturday in December, but the event itself takes less than 90 minutes (usually).  We’ve gotten very lucky in the past to have a blue sky with the sun shining.  Again, in 2026, the HOFF Family is sponsoring all of our 180 wreaths.  We are very thankful for their generosity.  Your organizers are Jeff Bogert & Karen Billger.

  Iron Pigs Tickets
Calling all Iron Pigs fans!  Our Faith night will be Friday June 5, 2026 at 5:00 pm.
Tickets will be $13.00 pp / with a $2.00 credit for food or souvenirs.
If interested, please contact Debbie Koder 610-390-9026  

CHURCH UPDATES 
Fellowship Hall Windows Replacement
We are looking to replace our fellowship hall windows this spring 2026.  Removing the old wood windows and installing aluminum, similar to what we installed in the steeple. Mike is working on having Pella Windows come back and give us an estimate for replacement.

Please note your donations to Fellowship Hall Windows on your check and/or envelope.  Thank you.

By mail: Chestnut Hill Church – 6870 Chestnut Hill Church Road, Coopersburg PA 18036, or depositing it in the collection plate at church. 

Thank you for your kind and generous consideration!

Membership Contribution Letters
All 2025 membership contribution letters have been either emailed or sent via US Mail.  If you did not receive your letter, or if you need a detailed report of your contribution transactions, please contact our Treasurer, Karen Billger at treasurer@chcucc.org or call 484 358-1957.   

2025 Budget
 Our finance reports indicate that we came in under our budget by just under $4,000.  We continue to find ways to save on expenses for our Church and Cemetery.  If you’d like to join the FINANCE TEAM, please see either Debbie Koder or email our Treasurer, Karen Billger at treasurer@chcucc.org.  We’d be happy to have you join our team!
Steeple Lighting Update
Mike and Brett brought in the pipes and lights for the 2 dead lights.  Brett has wired the 3 new lights and he and Mike installed the lights. 

We are going to leave the West light that is running along the roof line as it is, for people can see that very well from the turnpike. 

There is no cost to the church for the company that Debbie got the lights from, sent the replacements at no charge, even though the warranty had expired. 
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Church Maintenance
The chairlift was inspected and passed. We are looking at having someone come out and do a routine clean and service on the chairlift, since one has not been done since 2022.
In February, we will have the back hallway and bathroom floors, stripped, cleaned and rewaxed, at no cost to the church.

ORIGINAL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS PLAQUE
Debbie was cleaning out the upstairs, back hallway closet and came across some of our old history. She found the memorial plaques for the upper, original stained glass windows in the sanctuary.

She cleaned them up and created a frame to display the plaques and the memorials. It will be hung in the sanctuary.
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Chestnut Hill Grief Support Group

2026 will mark the 8th Anniversary of our Grief Support Fellowship. Always Christ centered. All things and topics are shared in confidence. Our meeting begins with the comfort and warmth of Grief Yoga.
Just like the seasons, Grief journeys are different and unique for all of us. Chestnut Hill Grief Support Group, led by Craig Adams, meets the last Saturday of the month, 1pm, in Followship Hall.  We have Grief Chair Yoga at 12 pm before the support meeting starts, led by Cindy Buchter. 

Our fellowship is surrounded by TOTAL anonymity. Safe place!

I encourage you to reach out to see if the Group would be a good fit for you. Please call, text or  email Craig Adams 610-554-4967, dcraig.adams8@gmail.com for a confidential, private conversation.
Church Contact Information:

Pastor :
Pastor   Phone:
Secretary: Gloria Roeder (secretary@chcucc.org) 

Treasurer: Karen Billger (treasurer@chcucc.org) 

Sexton: Sandy Eckhart (sanddune13@yahoo.com) 

Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation 

Church Website: www.chestnuthillchurch.org
Church Phone Number: 610-967-1196
Chestnut Hill Church UCC
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