Volume 21 No. 1

Jan. & Feb. 2021

Chestnut Hill Views
From the Pastor’s Desk
Happy New Year Everyone!
Thank Goodness, right? I am sure many of you would like to write off 2020 as a year that should not
or maybe could not have been possible. I know because I hear it a lot from so many of you. I can agree
that some parts of 2020 were hard. We went through so many transitions at the beginning of the year
and then we were hit by a devastating virus that shut down the whole world, or at least that is how it
seemed and felt, despite being the truth as well. I just want you all to know I hear you and I too feel the
pain that 2020 has caused each of us. But there is a silver lining to all of this, and it is not just that it is
a new year, either. I honestly believe that while 2020 was probably one of the hardest years to live
through, we did actually accomplish so much as a family of faith together.
Did you know that we came up with a new way to connect with one another during this pandemic?
Well, maybe it is not all that new, but maybe we had forgotten about the personal touch of hearing
someone’s voice over the telephone or receiving cards at Christmas time (and I hope everyone has
received theirs at this point). Did you know that we came up with a new way to minister to the community
around us? Wait, this was not all that new either…we sent gifts at Christmas to help those in need. Did
you know that we came up with a new way to meet the needs of the physical church despite not being
physically together? Hold on a second here…this was not all that new either??? Nope, it was not!
We have done some really great things in 2020 and I know we can do even more in 2021! As I reflected
on the challenges that 2020 brought to our ministry on the hill, I could not help but remember all the
good things we managed to accomplish and all in the name of the one who came to teach how to do
them. I believe that 2020 was a year in which we were stretched so that we could grow closer to God
and one another. I also believe that 2021 will bring its own challenges but if we have learned anything
in this last year, it is that we can do anything that we put our hearts and minds to doing!
As we move into this new year, I want to challenge us to continue to look for the ways that we can be
more to each other and to the communities around us. We are fortunate to have and be who we are
and so it is time for us to step out in faith and be the hands and feet of Christ in this world.
God’s Peace and blessings, Pastor Christian
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Church News
Ways to Worship: The Church website and Facebook Group continues to offer links to future,
live or previous Sunday worship services, which are now shared via a webcast called
FaithLifeTV. Please visit the Church or Facebook webpage frequently for worship links and
updates. If you are not on Facebook but would like the links to watch the weekly sermons,
they are now also available on the church website https://www.chestnuthillchurch.org/ or you
can contact the church Secretary, j.yaich@chcucc.org, or 610-967-1196 who can get them to
you. The Church remains CLOSED for physical worship or gathering, at this time.
Stay - In the Know: Please check Facebook, e-mail or the church website for changes to worship
schedules. We will also continue to provide worship updates via e-mail, or US postal mail as
needed. Some announcements, especially weather related will be put on WFMZ.
Volunteers Still Needed: Chestnut Hill Church Board of Trustees is still looking for a few
volunteers to join the Trustee team. Much of the Trustee team business is conducted via email, but periodically they meet to discuss and review upcoming projects. Individuals with a
“hands on” mentality who are capable of making small repairs around the church are a perfect
fit for their need. Please contact Debbie Koder if you are interested in volunteering as a
member of the Trustee Team - 610-390-9026. There is also still some need for volunteers in
the Missions Group. Please contact Pastor Christian if you have interest in joining this group.
Check out page 4 of this newsletter to learn more about the Missions group and what they do!
Christmas Eve Services: The conditions of the changing pandemic continue to call for
adjustments to what we once knew as, “normal”. A special thank you to Pastor Christian for
thinking outside of the limitations of COVID-19 to plan both a full virtual Christmas Eve Service
Online at 4:30 pm and a battery-operated candle lit, car radio station broadcast gathering that
occurred in the Church Parking Lot at 7:30 pm, this past Christmas Eve. The weather did
dampen some of the plans for the candle-lit service, as the outside decorations and socially
distanced fire-pit gathering were unable to occur, but it did not stop the spirit of over two dozen
individuals who gathered in carol, scripture and prayer at the church in the safety of their cars
to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. One church member who attended the candle lit service
noted, “It was nice […] just being at the Church”.
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Church News, continued …
Are You Feeling Disconnected from Our Church Community or Faith: If you would be
interested in having written weekly sermons, e-mailed or mailed to you, please contact the
church Secretary either by e-mail, J.Yaich@chcucc.org or by leaving a voicemail with your
name and contact information on the church telephone - 610-967-1196. We are also able to
send DVD recorded worship services to you. If you, or someone you know might benefit
from this communication with the church, please let us know.
Church Upkeep: Below is some of the upkeep that has taken place at the church while we are
once again away:
Winter Ready Garden - Ken Debus, Laura Held, Marjorie Trinkle, Debbie and Brett Koder
prepped the garden for winter by cutting back its foliage and removing one of four, out of
control garden grass plants from the garden bed. The three remaining out of control garden
grasses were prepped for removal, which will be done this Spring.
Winter Lights & Wreaths – Debbie Koder strung Christmas lights around the tree behind
the garden which shown brightly to passer-biers of the church. She also changed out the
autumn swags to the winter wreaths on the church doors.
Steeple Bell & Lights – The Church Bell was checked to be sure it is in working order and
the timer on the church steeple lights were moved back, at the end of Daylight Savings, and
now shine brightly upon the steeple from 5 pm – 11 pm, nightly.
Administrative Office Clean-Up – Debbie Koder has diligently been tidying up the
administrative office in the church. In addition to Debbie and Brett donating a locking filing
cabinet to the Church, miscellaneous piles of clutter acquired over the years was organized
into piles of keep, donate, or store in basement and handled accordingly.
Working Water – The ladies bathroom faucet filter was replaced by Debbie Koder, after it
was noticed it stopped producing a steady flow of water. Also, a special thank you to Ken
Debus, who has been running the kitchen well water samples for water testing to keep us
safe and in compliance with state requirements.
Cemetery Board Signs: Sign boards have been placed by the
the entrances of the cemetery. The boards were designed
and built as a project by one of our very own Eagle Scouts,
Michael Custer. The boards list rules and regulations to
abide by while on cemetery property. You can see the signs
from the church or when driving by, so take a look the next
time you are in the area. Thank you, Michael, for your good
deed. (The picture to the right, is of one of the sign boards
that has been installed on the cemetery.)
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Groups of Chestnut Hill Church
Are you looking for ways to get more involved in our church community? The following groups
provide service and fellowship and are always welcoming new members. Below, you can learn
more about some of the Church’s groups and what they are up to:
Missions Team: Our Missions Team met in November to discuss some mission projects and
decided to send/give $7,000 to organizations in Coopersburg and beyond. The organizations
receiving assistance were Holiday Hope Chests ($750 to sponsor boxes for the kids), Betty Lou’s
Pantry ($1,250 for Christmas Gift Card program), The Covenant House ($1,250), The Children’s
Home of Easton ($1,250), The Allentown Rescue Mission ($1,250), and REACH of the Lehigh
Valley ($1,250). Aside from the Rescue Mission, the Team determined the recipients based upon
the work of our Vitality Team and the surveys the congregation completed. Watch the newsletters
in 2021, for projects that everyone can participate in so that we continue to reach out to the “least
of these”.
Betty Lou’s Pantry: Betty Lou’s Pantry received an overwhelming response to their request for
monetary donations for Christmas gifts for the areas low-income families prior to the holiday.
They collected $12,440 from 81 individuals, 3 churches, 1 business (donated $2,500) and the
football team (who donated $500) and the amount did NOT include funds received through
PayPal. Betty Lou’s Pantry planned to give each child and senior a $50 Walmart gift card and
each family without children or seniors a $25 Walmart gift card and $10 Giant gift card. Every
family was to receive a $25 Giant gift card. Betty Lou’s Pantry graciously thank all those who
contributed. They continue to accept donations of food items. Monetary donations are always
accepted; either through BettyLousPantry.com using PayPal; or checks can be mailed to Betty
Lou’s Pantry, PO Box 85, Coopersburg, PA 18036. Please contact Alice Debus with any
questions or for more information about how you can support Betty Lou’s Food Pantry.
Fellowship of Mindful Men (FoMM) This men’s fellowship group is designed to provide a space to
look at ways to grow closer to God and one another. If you are interested in more information,
or joining the group, please contact David Kadingo, alfdaver@gmail.com .
Grief Support Group: The Grief Support Group, led by Craig Adams, continues to meet the last
Wednesday of every month. The group is currently doing book studies that explore how
everyone grieves in their own way. If you are interested in learning more about this group or
becoming a new member, please contact Craig Adams, 610-554-4967.
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Groups of Chestnut Hill Church, continued…
CHC Sunday School – The 2020 Annual Holiday Hope Chest was an overwhelming success!
.
The
church was able to participate again this year and
sent a record 42 shoeboxes. Our shoeboxes were part
of the 8,040 shoeboxes that were donated to the 44
non-profits here in the Lehigh Valley. The Sunday
School Children packed all of the boxes, as they
always do. Thank you very much to those of you who
were able to donate supplies for the shoeboxes. Each
of our boxes had a hat, a pair of gloves, socks,
toothbrush, toothpaste, school supplies, crafts, toys,
games, and gift cards for the older children. The
Holiday Hope Chests program brings, “happiness in a
shoebox” to so many youth in our community. The
need was especially great this year and we are always
happy to do what we can. – Heather Lippincott & Helene
Sunday School participants stand outside of the church
collecting donations for the 2020 Holiday Hope Chests.

Endy, (Sunday School Coordinators).

Wreaths Across America
(author and contributor, Heather Lippincott)
What started as a small idea for the Sunday School
children to place wreaths on our veteran's
graves, flourished into a Wreaths Across
America event here at Chestnut Hill Church.
This nationwide event to honor our veterans is
celebrated every December before Christmas
to "Remember, Honor, and Teach". We were
very fortunate to be able to place close to 150
wreaths in our cemetery.
The event was delayed a week due to the
snow. However, it was wonderful to see most
of our attendees brave the cold and wind to still
attend the event. It was an honor to have a
Major General for our guest speaker.
Thank you to the small group of parents, Sunday
School children, Scouts, and church members
who took part in the event and for helping to
place the wreaths at the veteran gravesites.
Many thanks to Bill Lippincott for his custom
.
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Chestnut Hill Church Cemetery and Church.

made wreath stands for the ceremony. Thank
you also to the Clark and Hughes families
for all their help setting up and cleaning up.
We hope this will be an annual event and that
everyone will be able to be invited to attend
next year.
It was truly a pleasure and honor to organize
our first (and hopefully annual) WAA event
here at the church.

Groups of Chestnut Hill Church, continued…
Social Media, Electronic Groups, & Church Website:
Being part of Chestnut Hill Church is at your fingertips, literally, for those with access to smart
devices and internet. Some of the many ways to join us virtually include visiting the church
website https://www.chestnuthillchurch.org/ , where you can find links to participate in recent
and upcoming church worship services and other church news, via Facebook,
https://www.facebook.com/groups/269721049717923/ where you can also access links to
worship services, view daily sentiments and stay up to date on church news and events, and
Chestnut Hill Church is also on Instagram, at the Instagram address https://www.instagram.com/chestnuthillchurchucc/ there you can find photos and notes of
past and upcoming church news and activity.

Supporting Chestnut Hill Church
Some of the many ways to financially support the church include signing up for the Thrivent
Choice Program (IF you are a member of Thrivent Financial). If you shop Amazon, be sure
to go through smile.amazon.com and choose Chestnut Hill Church as your charity and then
almost every purchase will earn a contribution. In addition, monetary donations may be sent
via mail at your convenience, arranged for in person drop off by contacting the Church
Secretary, Jessica Yaich, 610-967-1196 OR at your leisure via E-offering. Please see page
11 for E-Offering instructions.

RESULTS
Thank you to all who participated in the annual Holiday Scrip Gift Card Fundraiser. A total of
$13,950.00 worth of gift cards were sold. $817.25 was profited from the sale of the gift cards.
The proceeds will go toward the church fuel heating bill. The sale will occur again next year,
beginning sometime in October 2021.

6

2021 Proposed Church Budget Passed
After the church service on December 27, 2020, the proposed church budget was voted on and
passed unanimously. Every family of the congregation should have received either via e-mail
or USPS a copy of the proposed budget with information about how to participate in the voting
and/ or address questions or concerns. If you did not receive, or misplaced the now finalized
budget and would like a copy of it, please contact the Church Secretary Jessica at,
j.yaich@chcucc.org or 610-967-1196, who will be sure to get a copy of the budget to you.

Worship Schedule & Information
Upcoming Service Information and Tentative Sermons: (focus passage in bold)
01/10/21

Baptism of Christ
Sermon Title: “The One Who is Coming”

01/17/21

2nd Epiphany
Sermon Title: “The One Who is Knows Us”

John 1:43-51
1 Corinthians 6:12-20

01/24/21

3rd Epiphany
Sermon Title: “The One Who is Calling”

Mark 1:14-20
1 Corinthians 7:29-31

01/31/21

4th Epiphany
Sermon Title: “The One Who Does”

Mark 1:21-28
1 Corinthians 8:1-13

02/07/21

5th Epiphany
Sermon Title: “The One Who Heals”

Mark 1:29-39
1 Corinthians 9:16-23

02/14/21

Transfiguration
Sermon Title: “The One Who Transforms”

02/17/21

Ash Wednesday – Introduction to Psalms of Lament
Sermon Title: “Psalms of Lament: Prayer for Guidance”

02/21/21

1st Sunday in Lent
Sermon Title: “Psalms of Lament: Hope in God”

02/28/21

2nd Sunday in Lent
Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18
Sermon Title: “Psalms of Lament: Pleas for Deliverance” Matthew 10:24-39

03/07/21

3rd Sunday in Lent
Sermon Title: “Psalms of Lament: Brevity of Human Life”

03/14/21

4th Sunday in Lent
Sermon Title: “Psalms of Lament: God’s Judgement”

Psalm 52
Luke 10:38-42

03/21/21

5th Sunday in Lent
Sermon Title: “Psalms of Lament: Praise for Justice”

Psalm 9:9-20
Mark 4:35-41

03/28/21

Passion Sunday
Sermon Title: “Psalms of Lament: Prayer for Rescue”
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Mark 1:4-11
Acts 19:1-7

Mark 9:2-12
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Psalm 25:1-10
Mark 1:9-15
Psalm 42
Luke 8:26-39

Psalm 39
John 16:1-15

Psalm 43
Matthew 23:1-12

Conference Happenings
For all news and updates on the Conference, please see https://pnec.org/this-week-in-pnec/,
the weekly newsletter for the Conference. Currently, all events and activities have been
postponed due to COVID-19. However, there are many opportunities to serve and to receive
training. Our OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) dollars go toward providing the churches,
their pastors, and the members with opportunities to learn and grow. Check out the weekly
newsletter for more information.

Celebration Corner
Congratulations to Sam Leh and his grandson,
Koltin Leh, age 10, on Koltin’s first deer - and a
10 point buck, it was! On December 5, Koltin,
went hunting with his grandpa and our very own
church member, Sam, when he saw a deer and
decided to take a shot, AND it was a GOOD
SHOT! As you can see by the picture, both
grandpa Sam (right) and Koltin (left) were very
pleased with their hunting action that day.
What a great first deer to get! Way to go, Koltin!

PLEASE SHARE NEWS OR FEEL GOOD
STORIES – If you would like to share random
acts of kindness, have something to celebrate,
or know about a group that helps our
community; please provide a snippet of the
information to j.yaich@chcucc.org for the next
newsletter. The deadline for news, stories and
announcements for the March/ April newsletter
will be Monday, February 22, 2021.
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Annual 2020 Pastor Survey Results
The following report was prepared by the Personnel Team and is presented to the church
community to share the results of the 2020 Pastor Survey. If you should have any
questions or concerns about the report, please contact the Church Secretary, Jessica,
who will get you in contact with a member or the Personnel Team:
A survey covering eight categories of ministry was adapted from The Marks of Faithful and
Effective Authorized Ministries of the Church of Christ. A ninth category was added which
focused solely on how Pastor Christian responded to the COVID-19 Pandemic.
A total of 36 surveys were completed. Each category could be scored with only one ranking
with the given choices: 3=above average or outstanding; 2=average or satisfactory;
1=below average or needs improvement. Twenty surveys were completed via Survey
Monkey and 16* completed via paper copy.
Category

3

2

1

Weighted
Average

Exhibits Spiritual
Foundation

28

7

1

2.8/3 = 93%

Nurturing UCC
Identity

27

7

2

2.7/3 = 90%

Building
Leadership Skills

29

5

2

2.8/3 = 93%

27

7

2

2.7/3 = 90%

Caring for
Creation

32

2

2

2.8/3 = 93%

Applies
Theology***

28

7

0

2.7/3 = 90%

Working Together
for Justice and
Mercy

27

8

1

2.7/3 = 90%

27

7

2

2.7/3 = 90%

31

4

1

2.8/3 = 93%

Engaging in
Sacred Stories
and Traditions

Strengthening
Intra/Inter
Personal Assets
Responsiveness
to COVID-19

***One respondent left this question blank – not scored.
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Annual 2020 Pastor Survey Results continued …
*One individual did not participate in the survey but did send in a written positive comment
regarding Pastor’s performance over the past year.
Results of Comments Received:
Out of the 16 paper survey results:
9 had no comments
1 listed one negative comment
4 surveys each had one positive comment listed
Out of the 20 Survey Monkey results:
15 had no comments
1 survey listed 5 negative comments, one for each of 5 different categories
1 survey listed 4 positive comments, one for each of 4 different categories
1 survey listed 3 positive comments, one each for 3 different categories
1 survey listed both a positive and negative comment, each in a different category
3 surveys each listed one positive comment
_________________________________________________________________________

Courtesy of the Diocese of Camden
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Electronic Offering
If you would like to give your offering electronically, below are the instructions to set up an electronic
offering account. If you need additional instruction, Pastor Christian would be happy to help you.
For those who wish to continue using the regular offering envelopes, you will continue to receive
the envelopes in the mail as you have in the past. The envelopes will continue to be mailed to you
every 2 months. If you have any questions about the envelopes, please contact Pastor Christian.
If you are using E Offering and no longer wish to receive envelopes, please let Pastor Christian
know this as well.

Instructions on How to Sign Up for Electronic Offering
To create a new account, go to: www.members.myEoffering.com
On Log in screen, click “register”
Enter the following information: Name, E-mail, and choose a password that you will remember. Once
you have this completed, click on “Register”, you will receive an email on how to finish registering.
Once you have clicked on the link from email, you will need to login and then read the onscreen
instructions and click the “Proceed” button.
Next, you will need to select a church, so click on “Churches” at the top of the screen. Next click on
“Join a church+”. Search for Chestnut Hill Church, select the church which has our address
showing, and “Join+”. You do not need to provide a member or envelope #.
After you have selected Chestnut Hill Church, you must add a wallet. Click on “Wallets” on the top
of the screen and then “Add a Wallet+”. Follow the onscreen instructions as they come up on the
screen...and click on “Add Wallet+”
To setup an offering, click on “Offerings” at the top of the page and “Add New Offering+”. Choose
the option that best fits how often you would like to give and the date upon which to begin drawing
those funds. Funding source is your choice from where to draw the funds (i.e. your checking
account or credit card found in your “Wallets”). Remember to select the fund to which you would
like your offering to go, enter an amount and if you choose to contribute to more than one fund,
you have the option to do so.
Fees to use a checking or savings account are $.30 and the fees for using a credit card fees
determined by the credit card company.
11

Bible Word Game
“What Jesus Did”: From Life of Jesus Bible Puzzles by Rainbow Publishers…all answers are listed on
page _13_. If you feel so inclined, feel free to color the pictures…maybe we can have a collage of
the colored pictures in another newsletter…show us your artistic talents!
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Financial Report & Pastor Contact Information
Financial Report
Checking/Savings Accounts:
(As of December 26, 2020)
QNB checking
$ 22,638.83
Building Fund

$

Special Savings

$ 41,997.73

 Bible Word Puzzle Answers
from game on Page 12

6,443.08

Investment Portfolio:
Miller Endowment
(As of 11-30-2020)

$ 450,253.01

Hoff Endowment
(As of 10-30-2020)

$ 185,434.15

Ameriprise
(As of 9-30-2020)

$ 10,763.20

Pastor: Christian Creyer (Pastor Christian)
Church Phone: 610-967-1196

Cell Phone: 484-866-5229

Email address: pastor@chcucc.org
Office Hours:

If you would like to make an appointment to see Pastor Christian, please call, text, or email.
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